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N. B. Cyrus, Cyropolis, Kuge Ilohig, was a civil and 
eccleſiaſtical diſtri&t, of whoſe chief city Cyrus 
was ſuppoſed founder. 
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A SHORE 


PREFACE to this WORK, 


ADDRESSED TO 


MY WELL BELOVED PARISHIONERS 


OF 
BUCKWORTH AND MORBORNE. 


GENTLEMEN}! : 


Y O U have the 2 /olemn and ſacred 
right to every fruit of my ſtudies ; 
and as I ought to apply to none, which 
have not your emoluments in view (at 
leaſt ſecondarily, or more remotely ;) fo it 
will be my happineſs as well as duty to 
evince this deſign in every conſiderable 

undertaking of mine, 
I have (you know) for ſome years ap- 
plied myſelf to the ſtudy of Laws, and 
a 2 have 


— 


3 
have now completed that higheſt degree 
in them, which any Univerſity can confer. 

It muſt then be allowed a natural, and 
(I hope) not illaudable wiſh, to convince 
you, AG while I have been engaged! in the 
examination and compariſon of various 
laws, I have not forgotten my great duty 
towards you, viz. An illuſtration and in- 
forcement of that m9 perfect law, the 
Chriſtian, which I am 9 — 
ed to teach you. 

I ſee not at preſent how I could hope 
to do this more effectually than by giving 
you as faithful a tranſlation of the great 
Theodoret's juſtly-celebrated © Treatiſe of 
Laws, as is in my power. 

You will allow me to recommend it to 
you as a truly admirable Treatiſe, which 
makes a very conſiderable part of a work, 
that has obtained the higheſt eulogies of 
one * of the ableſt judges of the treaſures 
of eccleſiaſtical antiquity. 

It conſiſts of two parts. 

The former is a kind of hiſtorical, 
though conciſe, account of al the lawgiv- 


Crs 
* See Moſheim's Hiſt. Eccleſiaſtic. 
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ers of the heathen world, the 4% as well 
as the more famous ones, and a narrative 
how they ſunk by degrees into oblivion 
and neglect, till they were ſwallowed up 
by the ſucceſs of that all-conquering Le- 
viathan, the Code of Imperial Laws, and 
all that was good in them, revived in that 
Phenix, the Evangelical Syſtem. 

Little, however, would have been done 


toward the conviction of rational and im- 


partial men, of the rectitude of their ſuc- 


_ ceſs, had it not alſo appeared, on exami- 


nation and fair compariſon of the Chriſtian 


laws, with thoſe moſt celebrated ones of 


Paganiſm, that the former were full as 
much ſuperior to the latter in intrinſic ex- 
cellence, as they have been in actual /ucceſs. 

This part of the work, however, has 
been as triumphantly executed as the 
other, by the great Theodorer. 

The 7ewiſſ law, as it ſtands on the ſame 
great Rock of Truth as the Chriſtian, may 
be indeed compared with it; but (as this 
latter requires a much ſublimer degree of 
virtue, and on incomparably-nobler ſanc- 


tions, ) is 77comparably inferior to it, — 


You 


. 

| You will now, Gentlemen, be enabled 
to judge for yourſelves, on how immove- 
able a bafis the edifice of your faith is fix- 
ed, viz, on that Rock of Truth, on which 
the right hand of the Almighty could a- 
lone eſtabliſh it; and you will be ratio- 
nally convinced, SL the reveries of phi- 
 boſophic legation, (even of Plato's refined 
imagination,) are, in compariſon of the 
ſober wiſdom of the evangelic /y/tern, tte 
ſuperior to the dreams of an Otaſeite; 
while the one thing neceſſary to you is the 
comfortable reviewal in your own lives 
of a ſimilitude to the great Exemplar, the 

Son of God. 

All of the Chriſtian law, (the perfec- 
tion of all laws,) which can be raugbt in 
order to be practiſed, (not only by me, 
your humble Paſtor, but by your excellent 
Prelate,) may be reduced to a very ſhort 
compaſs, viz. © the imitation of God in 
his _—_ of peace and of purity.” By the 

armer you will find yourſelves fo tho- 
roughly diſpoſed not to injure any of your 
— in any of their real . 
that 


* See an Explanation of Plato's Community of Wives. 
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that (on the contrary) you will promote 
them to the utmoſt of your power, as your 
own; and by the latter you will be ſo far 
from ſetting your affections on earth, that 
(on the contrary) you will enjoy a fore- 
taſte of that heaven, in which you have 
your converſation *. 

That any labours of mine may happily 
contribute to this great and good end, is 
the cordial prayer, and ſhall be the /þ1- 


rited endeavour of, my dear Pariſhioners, 
Your moſt affectionate 


Paſtor and Servant, 


BucxwokrTH, 
July 9, 1775. 


THO. COMBER. 


1 text is admirably allied, and applied by Dr. Scott 
in his Chriſtian Life, of which this is the vital principle. 
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TREATISE or LAWS. 


T is your cuſtom, O Grecians, to defire, ſeek, 
and be delighted with the Ornaments of 
language; inſomuch, that where you do not find 
them, you laugh at, and make a jeſt of the ſub- 
ject, and will not open an ear; ſo far are you 
from praiſing it. 

But you ſhould obferve that the richeſt things 
lie concealed in the vileſt covers: for a con- 
temptible oyſter forms and produces as well as 
hides the pearl, which rich men highly covet. 
It's purchaſers give an high price for the pearl, 
but deſpiſe the oyſter. Thus alſo a kind of com- 
mon and uſeleſs ſtone covers thoſe precious and 
tranſparent ones, which adorn the heads of kings, 
and the workmen uſe their art to diveſt the object 
of their ſearch of this covering. Thus alſo com- 
mon ſand hides that gold and filver which is ar- 
dently ſought for, nay even uſeful braſs, and iron. 

E 2 Thoſe 
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Thoſe who ſeek for a vein of either of thoſe 
two richeſt metals, dig deeply for them, and 
collect the ſmalleſt pieces: and it is not gold, 
but wooden or leathern caſes, which incloſe that 
precious metal, which has received the royal 
impreſſion. It is reaſonable then, that not mag- 
nificent, but ſimple and proſaic language, un- 
derſtood by every body, ſhould preſent true 
opinions about human and divine ſubjects; as 
very mean caſes contain treaſures inexpreſſibly 
great. Any one may eaſily conclude the ſtrength 
which ſuch language has, by comparing the 
lawgivers of Greece and Rome with our Fiſher- 
men and Publicans. For he will find that the 
former could not ever perſuade their near neigb- 
bours to embrace their laws: but our Galilæans 
have perſuaded all the tribes of Barbarians to 
embrace their goſpel ones. 

2. Minos, who (according to fable) boaſted 
of jupiter for his father, and often had recourſe 
to his cave for inſpiration of his laws, became 
the lawgiver of the Cretans, but could neither 
perſuade the Sicilians, Cartbaginians, nor Greeks 
to yield obedience to them, but forced thoſe 
iſlanders only, over whom he reigned, to be con- 
tent with3 them; and even this only for a time: 
for after the Romans eſtabliſhed their Power, the 
Cretans received their laws. 

3. Charondas* alſo 1s ſaid to have been the firſt 
lawgiver of Italy and Sicily, yet could he not 
perſuade 
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perſuade the Jyrrbenians, the Celts, the Tberians, 
or Celt-Iberians, or even their next neighbours to 
receive their laws. But why do I ſay their next 
neighbours ? even thoſe people who originally 
admired them, do not now own their authority 
for they have ſubmitted to the yoke of Rome. 

4. 5 Zaleucus, (as the lovers of fabulous an- 

tiquity relate,) having received the knowledge of 
laws from Minerva, gave them to the Locrians: 
but neither the Acarnauians, the Phocians, nor 
even the reſt of the Locrians, could endure thoſe 
laws, though they were near neighbours to Za- 
leucus. 
Fg. Thoſe who give all poſſible authority to 
7Lycurgus, relate his coming to Delphi, for in- 
ſpiration by the Pythian prieſteſs, and delivery 
of his laws to the Spartans; and record the 
oracle of that prieſteſs, on this occaſion, in the 
following terms : 


As a friend of Jupiter, and all the gods, Lycurgus, 
« You have recourſe to my e temple. 
] doubt? whether I ſhould ſalute you as man, or god; 


But I incline to call you god, and will inſpire you 
« With wiſe laws. — 


Such were the man and the oracle which regard- 
ed him. But neither the fame of the lawgiver 
by whom theſe laws were given to the city of 
Sparta, nor that city, nor the prieſteſs who in- 
ſpired them, could oblige the people of Argos, of 
Tegea, of Mantinea, nor of Corinth, although near 
neighbours, to receive the Lacedæmonian polity. 


But 
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But why mention J others ? the '* PHliaſians who 
inhabit a ſmall city, which always admired and 
obeyed the Spartan government, and were their 
2 1]hes, admitted not their laws. 

6. Iwill omit all mention of Apis, lawgiver of 
the Argives, Mneſon of the Phocians, Demonax of 
the Cyranians, Pagondas of the Acheans, Archias 
of the Cnidians, Eudoxus of the Milefians, Philo- 
laus of the Thebans, Pittacus of the Mitylenæans, 
and Neftor of the Pylians, (whoſe eloquence 
Homer prefers for ſweetneſs to unn and 
many others“. 

7. The very famous “ Solon, "5 Draco, and 
2*Cl;febenes were lawgivers of the Athenians ; yet 
could not this people prevail on either the Mega- 
ræans, the Eubzans, or Thebans to ſubmit to any 
of theſe lawgivers. 

8. And not only the Locrians, and the The- 
bans, but the Lacedemonians, and Athenians, 
nay all the reſt of Greece have "forſaken their 
own laws, and adopted thoſe of the Romans; 
and theſe maſters of the world made a collec- 
tion of laws from all lawgivers, both Greeks 
and Barbarians, and ſelected what ſeemed the 
beſt, and then obliged thoſe nations, who would 
partake of their pality, to obey their laws : but 

neither perſuaded nor compelled thoſe who did 
not approve their polity, to embrace it. And 
thus, many nations, who received the yoke of 
their — do not live according to their laws. 
The 
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The ® Athiopians, neighbours of Thebes in 
#gypt, many tribes of ſ/mael, the Laai, the 
Sanni, the Abaſgi, and other Barbarians, though 
ſubmitting to the yoke of the Roman govern- 
ment, do not obſerve their laws in private 
contracts. 

9. But our Fiſhers, PRblicans, and Tent-maker*® 
have offered the goſpel laws to human kind : 
and not only **the Romans, and all their ſubjects, 
but Scytbians, Sarmatians, Indians, Aithiopians, 
and Perfians, the Serians, Hyrcanians, Bactrians, 
* Britons, Cimbrians and Germans, (in ſhort, all 
mankind) have received the laws of the Crucified 
Jeſus, not by force of arms and ” many myriads 
of choſen ſoldiers, nor by force of Perſian 
cruelty, but by perſuaſion and demonſtration 
of their beneficence, and by endurance of inſults 
from perſons of every rank, of * ſtripes, tortures 
and impriſonments of every kind, as they travel- 
led from city to city. 


10. Chriſtians, who were indeed your bene- 
factors, ſaviours, and phyſicians, you Grectans 
baniſhed or ſtoned, bound, or tortured, and 
crucified, or delivered to wild beaſts“, as aſſaſſins 
and enemies. —You ſlew the lawgivers but could 
not weaken the force of their laws; which, after 
the death of their authors increaſed greatly in 
ſtrength, and paſſed with ſucceſs even to the 
„ Perfians, and Scythians. — So that while both 
Romans and Barbarians * uſing every means per- 


ſecuted 
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ſecuted the men, they were fo far from impair- 
ing, that they increaſed, both the freng/h and 
ſplendor of their laws. — And the Romans, lords 
of the world, ſilenced ” Lycurgus, Salon, Zaleu- 
cus and Charondas by a ſimple command, fo that 
none of the Roman ſubjects murmured even a 
ſingle word in oppoſition. Their word became 
law: and the very memory of their moſt famous 
lawgivers was aboliſhed“. 
11. The laws of Rome now rule the cities of 
Greece. Areopagus, ® Helicea, (a court which de- 
rives its name from it's being expoſed to the ſun,) 
that judicatory which has it's name from“ Del- 
phinium, or it's“ eleven members, and that 
other which has it's from *five hundred, or 
from the word“ Theſinothetæ, or Polemarch, or 
the beginning to rule with the year, are now 
hardly known, except by ſcholars in antiquity. 
12. We can no longer ſee that cuſtom at 
Sparta of driving away“ ſtrangers, nor the prac- 
tice of /flavery, nor thoſe invidious diſtinctions of 
freemen, nor the infamous indulgence of un- 
natural luſt with boys, nor that licence by la 
of community of wives : for Lycurgus, who is 
eſteemed the wiſeſt lawgiver by the wiſe philo- 
ſophers of Greece, allows expresſly in his laws 
(as the Spartan hiſtorians relate,) Let married 
men beget children on other women than their 
wives, and married women bear them by *other 
men than their huſbands,” | 
* 11. Plato 
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11. Plato admired theſe laws, and would 
have his zmaginary city governed by them. But 
we will reſerve this great philoſopher for our laſt 
ſubject of examination, as he is boaſted of as the 
beſt philoſopher. — At preſent we will ſhew the 
weakneſs of the Pythian laws, (for the Pythian 
laws and thoſe of Lycurgus are the *ſame) as the 
Romans at the ſame time filenced theſe and 
eſtabliſhed their own. 

Thus was Lycurgus's irrefiftible © authority 
aboliſhed ; while neither Caius, nor Claudius, 


nor Nero, their ſucceſſor, could prevail againſt 


our Fiſhermen, Publicans, and“ Tent-maker : 
though Nero ſlew thoſe two beſt lawgivers, 
Peter and Paul. But he could not with them 
deſtroy their laws, Nor did Veſpaſian, Titus, or 
Domitian, though they uſed all contrivances a- 


gainſt them: for the laſt delivered to death many 


chriſtians, and uſed all kinds of puniſhments. 
13. Trajan and Adrian, alſo * drew out all their 
forces againſt chriſtianity. But although Trajan 
ſubdued the Perſian power, and the Armenians, 
and forced the Scythians to yield to that of the 
Romans, he could not prevail on the diſſolution 
of the laws of our Fiſhermen, and Tent-maker. 
14. Adrian deſtroyed from it's foundations“ 
the city, in which the Jews crucified Jeſus Chriſt : 
but could not prevail on his followers to forſake 

his ſervice. | 

Antoninus [ Pius] and Verusò, his ſon, raiſed 
F many 
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many ſplendid trophies again the Barbarians, 
and impoſed the yoke of ſervitude on thoſe who + 
would have preferred a life of freedom : but 
could neither perſuade, nor compel thoſe who had 
choſen the yoke of Chriſt's ſaving croſs to deſert 
it, though they employed many terrors and 
actual puniſhments. 

16. To paſs by commodus and his ſucceſſors to 
« AHiuyelian, Carus and Carinus; who is a ſtranger 
to Domitian s, Maxentius's, Maxi min's, and Li- 
cinius's rage of perſecution againſt chriſtians? 
for theſe were executed not by ſingle perſons, or 
by couples, or triumvirates; but by thouſands, 
nay by ten thouſands. 

In ſome cities they burnt churches filled with 
men, women, and children, and on one good- 
friday, or eaſter-day, (on which we celebrate 
our maſter's reſurrection,) pulled down all the 
churches in the Roman dominions. Heathens 
could hoſe the connexion of theſe buildings of 


tones, but not of pious ſouls. 


17. Theantients of theſe days know, and our- 
ſelves have all heard related by eye-witneſſes, the 
furious perſecution of 85 * againſt chriſ- 
tians. 

All theſe emperours who pofleſſed this 
great power, and obtained victories over the 
barbarians, and raiſed ſuch great trophies in 
war, could not ſubdue ©ruſtics, men, who lived 
by their laborious poverty, and women who were 

main- 
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maintained by ſpinning, though they uſed a- 
gainſt them ten thouſand arts. But why ſhould 
I ſpeak of men and women, ſince theſe empe- 
rours could not drive out of the minds of 
* youths, who had not learnt the firſt elements 
of language, theſe opinions which they had 
imbibed of God and our Saviour ? and being 
as mad as the prieſts of Jupiter in Crete, and 
having uſed ten thouſand tricks and deluſions, 
they could not deſtroy our Fiſhermen's laws, 


but by their oppoſition evinced them to be 


much more powerful; and acted exactly like 
men, who deſigning to quench a flame, ſprinkle 
on it oil, and make it fiercer : for theſe com- 
batants made the force of truth and piety propor- 
tional to the war which was waged againſt hem; 
and like the burning buſh in Exodus, whoſe 
fire conſumed not, ſo the weapons of our ene- 
mies conſumed not us Chriſtians. But as in the 
caſe of Wood-cutters, the ſhoots from the roots 
of trees felled are equal to many times the 
originals, ſo inſtead of the Martyrs ſprung 
many times the number of converts, and the 
blood of the former became a Watering of the 
latter. The eyes of mankind witneſſed this 
truth. In the place of ancient believers roſe 
many who were adorned with the name of the 
faithful: and the ſons of our enemies, abhorring 
their fathers' error, deſerted to our camp. In 
ſhort, Paganiſm was aboliſhed intirely, and 

WE | Chriſ- 
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Chriſtianity flouriſhed, and the God of our 
Fiſhermen was believed the univerſal God. Both 
villages and cities were full of  Chriftians, and 
mountains were freed from error : infomuch 
that, inſtead of the altars of ſuperſtition and 
ancient deceit, were choirs of Aſcetics, who 
chanted the praiſes of the crucified Jus, his 
Father, and the holy Spirit. 

18. But if any perſon ſuppoſes that the piety 
of our Emperours gave ſtrength to the Fiſher- 
men's doctrines, he ſuggeſts”* what proves the 
ſtrength of thoſe doctrines: for they would not 
have deſpiſed their old laws and ancient writings, 
long cuſtom, and opinions of their fathers, if 
they had not admired the truth of the new, as 
well as hated the fabulgſity of the other. — And 
why do not ye Grecians confider the ancient 
wars of piety? for by that means ye may be 
able to anſwer this pretence : for if ſo great 
and powerful emperours having ſet themſelves 
in battle array againſt the church, and uſed all 
manner of arts, could not cauſe the leaſt ſhock 
to it's environs, how foohfh, nay mad muſt he be, 
who thinks that the power of our N 1/hers could 
depend on that of Kings! 

19. But that I may make this point ſtill more 
plain, conſider the preſent bold attempts of the 
Perſians. For what kind of flaughter have they 
not invented againſt Chriſtians? have they not 
cut off their hands, fect, and noſes? have they 

not 
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not flayed their bodies? have they not invented 
all fort of chains to torment them exceſſively? 
have they not dug pits, and ſmeared al/ their 
ſurfaces with honey, ſo that theſe may be 
effectually filled with waſps,” who may feaſt on 
the bodies of the Confefſors confined by chains in 
theſe pits? yet when they have invented and 


exerciſed all theſe ſpecies of torture, and deſtruc- 


tion, they cannot violently rob theſe Confeſſors 
of their treaſure of faith. 

Theſe victorious emperours have obliged all 
their ſubjects to ſubmit to their laws, but can- 
not perſuade to like ſubmiſſion thoſe men who 
beheve our Fiſhers. 

20. In ancient times the Perſans who were 
governed by the laws of Zaradas, without fear“ 
or ſhame, copulated with their Siſters, Daughters, 
nay Mothers, and eſteemed this law (or cuſtom) 
though againſt nature, a law eſtabliſhed by fe- 
ficient authority; but ſince they have liſtened 
to the laws of our Fiſhers, they have trampled 
under foot thoſe of Zaradas, and admired the 
chaſtity of the Goſpel : and men who had 


learned from him to expoſe their dead friends to 
dogs, and birds of prey, ſince their converſion to 


the chriſtian faith, cannot endure a thought of 
the practice, but bury them decently in our 
mother earth, and deſpiſe laws which forbid 
this method of funeral rites; nor tremble at the 
cruelty of men who would puniſh them for the 


E nme 


oenone 
new practice: (for they are more afraid of the 


judgment ſeat of Chriſt than of any other Judge:) 
and looking on the things of his world with 


contempt, raiſe the eyes of faith to the other, and 


fear futurity. | 

21. Theſe are the laws which the Perfians 
have received from the Galilzans; in conſequence 
of which they deſpiſe the power of their maſters 
the Romans, and ſubmit to the kingdom of the 
crucified Jeſus. Neither Auguſtus himſelf, nor 
Trajan, who ſubdued their kingdom, could 
oblige them to be governed by the laws of 
Rome; but they reverence, as derived from hea- 
ven”, the writings of Saint Peter, Saint Paul, 
and the four Evangeliſts; and natives ſubmit to 
the laws of foreigners.— 

22. The Maſſagetes judged thoſe perſons very 
unhappy, who died in any other manner than 
by ſacrifice, and on this account had "eſtabliſhed 
a law that their old men ſhould become a /acr:- 
fice and feaſt! but fince they have liſtened to the 
laws of our Fiſhermen and Tent-maker, they 
abominate this horrible et and ſacrifice. 

The Tibarenians, who uſed to force their old 
men down the feepeſt crags, ſince they obeyed 
the laws of the goſpel, have aboliſhed this very 
wicked law. 

Neither the Hyrcanians nor Caſpians* now 
maintain public dogs with the bodies of the 
deceaſed. Nor do the Scythians bury with the 
dead” ſach of the living as“ were their greateſt 

| fa- 
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favourites. Such a change in the manners“ of 


nations have our F:ſhermen's laws, the effects of 
perſuaſion, made. 

23. Plato, the beſt of Athenian philoſophers , 
could not perſuade his fellow-citizens to corr ect 
their manners by the rule of his laws : and with 
great reaſon, for they are very ridiculous ones. 


Lend but an ear to them for a moment, that you 


may not ſuſpect me tocalumniate the philoſopher. 
— He requires the women both young and old too, 
to perform their exerciſes naked, —and when he 
perceives his brother dzalogi/t ſmile, obſerves 
thereon. © The man who laughs at the fight of 
naked women exerciſing themſelves thus for the 
wiſeſt reaſons, (as though he could reap the 
fruits. of wiſdom from laughter's ſtem®*) does 
not ſeem to know what he laughs at.” —And, in 
another paſſage, he ſays; I mean the ſame 


of women as of men: for there are the ſame 


reaſons for women's exerciſe, as for men's: and 


I am not afraid of aſſerting that hor/emanſhip 


becomes wonften as well as men.” 

24. Who will not laugh with reafon at ſuch 
an aſſertion as this? —For nature has appointed 
for the different ſexes proper employments; viz. 
the diſtaſf for women, the plougb and ſword for 
men. Homer obſerves this diſtinction of their 
provinces : for he introduces in his Iliad Heetor 
thus addreſſing Andromache ; 


At home purſue your ſpinning, and command | 
“Tour maids, by your example : leave men war. 


Our 


"? 
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Our philoſopher does not regard the poet's diſtinc- 
tion of provinces; — but on the contrary, © bids 
the ladies „rip, and mount the great horſe.” 

His conclufion is like his beginning; for he ſays 
expresſly: Let a proper judge inſpect the bodies 
of both ſexes naked, (even the women as low as 
the navel,) and appoint the propere ſeaſon for 
marriage rites.” _ 

25. This lawgiver has forgot the reply of 
3 Candaules's wife, who, when her huſband would 
have had her ſhew him her body naked, modeſtly 
replied, When a woman lays aſide her upper 
garments, ſhe. lays aſide with them modeſty.” Our 
philoſopher therefore, when he fr;ps married 
women of their cloaths, //rips them of their 
modeſty, and **cloaths them with impuence. 

In his tenth book of laws he preſcribes much 
the ſame manners. With this ſerious view (ſays 


hae) both the young men and women ſhould 


purſue the amuſement * of dancing, and dancing 
naked, though with ſuch reſtrictions as“ age and 
modeſty require.” I clearly ſee the abuſe arifing 
hence, but not the uſe : for naked women were 
not only ® accuſtomed to impudence, but by the 
mere ſight of naked men muſt * give themſelves 
temptation; and the mutual ſight of the ſexes in 

that condition muſt awake improper defires*. 
26. But leſt I may appear, while I diſcover the 
miſchief likely to ariſe from theſe laws, to calum- 
nate, not ꝰ convi the philoſopher, let us paſs to 
| his 
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his admired ones about marriage, and give a few! 
inſtances. Let us liſten then to his inſtitutions 
in his diſcourſe of policy. 

All women ſhould be common. There ſhould 
be no private poſſeſſion of any of the ſex; The 
children ſhould therefore be common. No father 
ſhould be able to diftinguzſh his ſon, nor ſon his 
father.” He adds: The ſame law-giver (ſaid I) 
who chooſes the huſbands ſhould chooſe the 
wives, as like in conſtitution, &c. as poſſible, 
having common places of refreſhment, exerciſe, 
lodging, &c. and no private ones. So that the 
ſexes may be always together in public. Thus 
neceſſity will urge them to obey the deſires of 
nature. Is not this true neceſſity ?” Not a geome- 
trical one (ſaid the dialogiſt,) but a natural effect 
of love, which is likely to have more force in 
perſuading and drawing a people.” — Tis very 
plain then, that our philoſopher requires all his 
women to be common; nay, his laus provide for 
the neceſſity of their proſtitution. He requires 
them to eat, exerciſe, and fleep together, that they 


may be urged by natural defires to the moſt inti- 


mate union. He conſiders the public correſpon- 


dence of the ſexes as the ſureſt means of the 


fathers regard to the children as common. In con- 
ſequence whereof Socrates aſks, © Do not I ſeem 
to draw a neceſſary concluſion ?” He anſwers, 
Not a neceſſary concluſion of the geometrical 

G Wo, kind, 
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kind, but the natural, viz. that of love, which 
has more force, &c. &c. 

18, I ſtand aſtoniſhed at the aſſurance of theſe 
interpreters, (or rather mi/interpreters) of Plato, 
who dare aſſert that by the means of his neceſ- 
fary concluſion he intends no carnal conjunction, 
but a 2 connexion, and will not liſten to his 
expreſſion, viz. © that a communion of Hhαe, 
| entertainments, and exerciſes will lead them to 
corporal union by neceſſity and natural defire.” But 
perhaps aſhamed of theſe ridiculous laws of the 
philoſopher, they ſtrive to conceal their maſter's 
faults, forgetting his deciſion on another occa- 
fion, viz. I love the man, and I love truth: 
but I love the latter better.” 

19. Let us however liſten to other laws of his, 

viz. A woman ſhould begin to breed for her 
oountry, when ſhe is twenty years old, and a man 
from the time when he is at *full growth, till 
he be fifty-five years old.” 

This rule has not much amiſs in it : but what 
follows, does not deſerve laughter, but tears and 
ewe and ſuch fre laws can be purified ſuf- 

ciently by Sn meg fire only. When either 
men or women have paſſed the time of the beſt age 


of breeding, they may be allowed to have what 


connexions they pleaſe : but they muſt take 
care not to bring any children to light, and 
— underſtand that whatever child is thus 

pro- 
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produced, (as it were by ?yiolence) after this 
time, muſt not be rear 

What Echetus, what Phalaris made /aws 
like theſe? who dared to preſcribe horrid mur- 
ders like theſe ? Plato forbidding to bring theſe 
children to ſee light, encourages, nay, commands 
to procure abortion by poiſonous drugs, or. if 
the children can ſurvive theſe, and come to life, 
to deny them any ſupport, and murder them 
by hunger and cold,”** or expoſe them to wild 
beaſts. What cruelty can exceed this? yet theſe 
are Plato's laws about marriage, and nurſing of 
children! 

29. His diſcourſe about all other kinds of 
luſt any reader may readily learn. He ſtiles the 
devotees of unnatural luſt happy,” and affirms 
that they will be happy on their departure from 
this world: for this, (ſays he,) is the reward of 
their love; and the lau of nature will not per- 
mit them to depart into region of darkneſs,” into 
that /ower” world, which is inferior” to heaven, 
but elevates them to thoſe bright® habitations, 
where they will live happy in each other, on 
equal wings of love. 2 

He adds to theſe aſſertions: O youth, this 
reward of divine friendſhip you receive from 
your lover.” — Nor is this meant of chaſte, but of 
ſhameful love, as is evident from Plato's dialogues. 

Of ſuch a law neither Nero,“ the moſt 

3 ſhame- 
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ſhameleſs of - Roman emperors, nor Sardanapa- 
lus the Aſſyrian, igfamous for his pleaſures and 
luxuries, is author. For it ſeems that the great- 
eſt ſlaves of pleaſures do not preſume to give 
encomiums to their weakneſs, and are ſlaves to 
time, giving only the power of habit to cuſtom. 

30. What need I relate his laws about mur- 
der ? — The murderer of his own flave he 
leaves quite without puniſhment. He-only fines 
the - murderer of another man's ſlave at the 
inſtigation of anger, with his imple price; and 
he commands the puniſhment of a murderer 
of a freeman, at the inſtigation of anger, to be 
baniſhment only for two years; unleſs he murder 
by aſſalſination; and then he baniſhes him for 
three. — The puniſhment of this offence in him 
who repeats it, is perpetual baniſhment. Similar is 
the puniſhment of parricide, of murder of 
fathers, —mothers, — huſbands and wives. 

Such are Plato's laws! no wonder that he 
| prevailed on nobody to embrace them: viz. nei- 
ther citizen, nor ſtranger ; neither Greek nor 
Barbarian; neither ſlave nor freeman; neither 
man nor woman; neither ſcholar nor illiterate! 
31. I will now only read a few of thoſe laws 
- which our Fiſhermen, Publicans, and Tent- 
maker effectually recommended to all mankind. 
Compare them, and ſee with what ſuperior 
luſtre theſe latter ſhine. 


The 
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The philoſopher was fond of ſhameful pederaſty 

and extolled it's rewards as very high. But our 

Saviour puniſhes not only a /:b3dinous action, 

but lot: for he ſays, © He who /oks on a 

woman #9 luſt after her, hath committed adul- 

tery with her already in his heart.” Mattl. v. 28. 
The philoſopher makes all wives common; but 

the author of nature formed only one man and q 

one woman, then forbid the diſſolution of mar- 5 

riage, except on that ſole account, which 4, | 

folves the bond. He who putteth away his wife, 

except for the cauſe of fornication, cauſeth her 4 

to commit adultery: and whoſoever ſhall marry » 

her that is divorced, committeth adultery. I. v. 

32; Thus he commands us to bear with all the 

infirmities of the woman, though ſhe be a 

ſcold, — though ſhe be a drunkard'® — though 

ſhe be a provoking railer. But if ſhe diſſolve 

the law of marriage, by preferring another 

man. to her huſband, he commands to /Jogſe'® 

the bond. F 

Such are the laws of Jeſus Chriſt publiſhed 15 

by Saint Paul, who addreſſes them to all man- 

kind in the perſons of his Corinthians. © It is ; 

good, (ſays he,) not to touch a woman: ©never- 

theleſs to avoid fornication, let every man have 

his own wife, and let every woman have her own 

huſband.” 1 Cor. vii. 1,2. See what a difference 

between the philoſopher and Tent-maker ! the yi 
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latter gives every woman her own huſband, and 
every man his own wife. But the * 
makes huſbands and wives common. 

32. And when he eſtabliſhes laws of conti- 
nence, Saint Paul! neither gives the woman 
power to refuſe the huſband her perſon, nor 
the huſband to refuſe the wife. They muſt 
conſent. The wife hath not, (ſays he,) power 
over her own body, but the huſband : and like- 
wife alſo the huſband hath not power of his own 
body, but the wife. Defraud ye not one the 
other, except it be with conſent.” 1 Cor. vii. 4, 5. 
He calls the huſband's refuſal of benevolente'®? a 
defrauding of his wife: and by degrees leading 
a married couple to perfection, he requires that 
they may ſeparate for a time only, that they 
may give themſelves to faſting and prayer; and 
then come together again. — And fo well is he 
acquainted with Nature, the only juſt rule of 
latos, that he adds this reaſon, v1z. © That Satan 
tempt ye not: And teaching his hearers how 
Satan derives occaſions of temptations from our- 
ſelves, adds for your incontinence.“ 

He gives no laus, but exhortations'® for fingle 
life, and ſhews it's uſe. The unmarried, (ſays 
he,) careth for the things of the Lord, how he 
may pleaſe the Lord: but he that is married, 
careth for the things of the world, how he may 
pleate his wife. 1 Cor. viii. 258 Thus he teaches 

alſo 
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alſo women how a fingle life preſerves' them 
from care. 
Admire this Tent-maker, and adore Chriſt, 
who ſpeaks by his tongue! If you pleaſe, ye 
Grecians, conſider the laws againſt murder. 
The philoſopher has ordained, that he who ſlays 
his father, ſhall ſuffer the law of retribution; 
but our Saviour puniſhes even 5 inteinperate 
reviling, and unjuſt anger. He who is angry 
with his brother without a cauſe, ſhalb be in 
danger of the judgment: and whoſoever ſhall 
fay unto his brother, racha, ſhall be in danger | 
of the council: but whoſoever ſhall ſay, Thou 1 
foal, ſhall be in danger of bell. fre. Mat. v. 22. : 
Our Lord alſo threatens puniſhment for iale 
words, and commands us to do goed, not only to 
our friends, but enemies alſo; for he ſays, 

Love your enemies; and pray for them which 

deſpitefully uſe you; Matt. v. 44. And then 

ſnews the reward far exceeding the value of 
what we ſuffer for it. 

For he ſays, That ye may be children of 
your Father, which is in heaven: for he maketh 
his ſun to riſe on the evl, and on the goad. of 
Matt. v. 45. — When he delivers laws about " 
oaths, he forbids them intirely, and declares a 5 

fimple affirmative or negative to be ſufficient, 

He ſhews alſo that a hfe of poverty is the 


moſt perfet#. ©* He who does not forſoke all, 
(ſays he,) cannot be my diſciple.” 


But 
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But although he inſtituted this fr:# rule of 


converſation, he promiſed not to give a life of joy 
and delight; but poverty, —diſtreſs,—reproach, 


— ſtripes, and various kinds of death. In the 


world, (ſaid, he,) you ſhall have tribulation: 
Fohnxv1.33. And bleſſed are ye, when men ſhall 


revile you, and perſecute you, and ſhall fay all 


manner of evil againſt you falſely, for my ſake. 
Rejoice and be exceeding glad: for great is your 
reward in heaven.“ Matt. v. 11,12. He ſhewed 


in fact the ſufferings they actually endured and 


feared; but only promiſed after the end of this 
life the rewards and crowns. And in another 
place he ſays: If they have perſecuted me, they 
will alſo perſecute you: if they keep my faying, 


they will keep yours alſo.” John xv. 20. And ſtill 


in a third paſſage, © If they have called the 
maſter of the houſe, Beelzebub, how much more 


ſhall they call them of his houſhold? Matt. x. 2 5. 


34. Such are the laws of Chriſt, &c. and we 
may juſtly admire the divine Apoſtles and their 
ſucceſſors. For when they heard theſe com- 


mands, they received from him, who called 


them, neither riches, — power, — nor ſtrength of 
body; yet truſting to promiſes of things not 
preſent, but at à diſtance, embraced labours, and 
endured dangers, and travelling round the world“ 
offered their doctrine ta Pagans. 
Nevertheleſs we ſhould praiſe thoſe who 


received 
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received the Apoſtles, becauſe they ſaw nothing 
ſplendid in theſe ambaſſadors of Chriſt; but, on 
the contrary, heard the tongues of Fiſhermen 
and Tent-makers, and viewed only extreme 
poverty, (for they had not plenty of neceſſary 
food, (and whence could they have it, when the 
goſpel law forbid them to tale thought for the 
morrow?) yet they not only believed what was 
told them, but deſpiſed their own conſtitutions 
and laws, deſerted the cuſtoms of their fathers, 
and embraced dangers for the remainder of life; 
and as they preached hke their maſter, they 
received like rewards, v1z. reproaches, and made 
their way through equal ſtorms. 

vet they thought, that they had, and all 
their ſucceſſors have, this reward of ſtriving to 
death, and the world believes their tombs boun- 
tiful ſtore-houſes of all kind of good gifts. 

35. Conſider, ye Græcians, the power of theſe 
laws, which the Romans, the Perſians, and 
even thoſe who are not their ſubjects, while 
they ſtrove to conquer, have not only ſhewn 
their own weakneſs, but made our religion's 
force more evident. — Nobody oppoſed the laws 
of "7 Lycurgus and Solon: yet they fell of them- 
ſelves. — Neither Apollo nor Minerva ſupported 
the laws Which themſelves eſtabliſned: and 
when the Romans ſpoke, they yielded obedience 
by their ſilence. — Shew me, gentlemen an 

H inſtance 
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inſtance of a Spartan, who durſt die for the 
laws of Lycurgus, much more any other Grecian, 
even an Athenian, who durſt die for thoſe of 
Solon, a Locrian for thoſe of Zaleucus, or Cretan 
for thoſe of Minos. You can ſhew us none.— 
But we ſhew you many myriads of men, nay 
women, who have died for the laws of our 
Fiſhermen and Tent- maker. The ſhrine of 
Martyrs, which adorn and inrich both “ country, 
and city, and give bleſſings to natives and 
foreigners, are witneſſes to this truth. | 

Since then on compariſon, there is ſo great 
difference between theſe laws and lawgivers, that 
yours appear the inventions of men, ours the 
gifts of God and our Saviour, accept, O ye 
Gracians, theſe divine gifts, and honour his 
word, which is the "** bountiful ſtream that 
ſupplies them. But you will underſtand their 
worth and divinity better, if you diſþofſeſs your 
minds of prejudice, and ſtudy them. 


SENTIMENTAL 
ANNOTAEELONGS 


I, 1 For the hiſtory and character of this 
Cretan lawgiver, ſee any Lexicographer. He 
is reputed by Pagans, as a pandar to his own wife 
Paſiphae, in the act of beſtiality with a bull, and at 
the ſame time to his own father, the father of gods 
and men, that he may add inceſt to the liſt of his 
crimes, How reſpectable a lawgiver was this ſon of 
Jupiter. (See Ainſworth, Art. Minos, &c.) N. B. Rha- 
damanthus another of the three infernal judges, was of 
the ſame country. N. B. A panegyriſt of the laws of 
England, (I think Coke on Littleton,) obſerves to the ad- 
vantage of our lawmen, how little the ancient judges of 
the Pagan world underſtood of the principles of equity. 
« Gnoſſius hæc, Rhadamanthus habet duriſſima regna ,” 
ſays Virgil, En. l. vi. v.565. juſtly, *duriſſima regna,” 
ſays the Commentator, for the next verſe tells us, 
Caſtigatque, auditque dolos, cogitque fateri.“ 
He puniſhes, then he hears, and finally obliges the cul- 
prit to confeſs. Lawgivers have been always too wile, 
not to know, what happy influence over the people over 
whom they would eſtabliſh their ſyſtems, pretenſions 
to a favourable correſpondence with a god, and rela- 
H 2 tion 
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tion of blood to one, muſt have. Valerius Maximus ſays 
of Minos, Unoquoque anno in quoddam præaltum 
et vetuſta religione conſecratum ſpecus ſecedere ſole- 
bat, et in eo moratus tanquam A Fove (à quo ſe ortum 
ferebat, (traditas ſibi leges perrogabat. (l. ii. F. 5. 
exempl. extern. ] Grottos, (dark and ſolemn places,) 
are very fit for this correſpondence with either Gd or 
Goddeſs. 

2. Carthaginians.] The neighbourhood of Carthage on 
the African ſhore, almoſt oppoſite to Sicily, is well 
known to every ſchool boy. FF 

3. Content with them.] This ſeems the true ſenſe of 
Fee, Subjects originally free, are not eaſily brought 
to be content with new laws, the weight of whoſe yoke 
is in general felt ſeverely, although made as /ight as 
poſſible by all arts of government. N. B. There is 
great propriety in the phraſe urnafov Cuyor.— 

4. Charondas.) For the hiſtory and character of this 
Ttalian and Sicilian lawgiver, lexicographers are to be 
conſulted. N. B. Here we have another inſtance of 
the fondneſs of this claſs of men, for a ſuppoſed cor- 

reſpondence with the gods. — The force of the word 
Ta), is *another inſtance.” — A law of this legiſlator 
of the Cataneans, puniſhed with immediate death 
any perſon who entered into their political aſſemblies 
with a ſword, 1.e. in an armed manner; becauſe it 
had been the cauſe of much blood-ſhed. But once 
coming in a hurry from the country to town, he 
entered one of theſe aſſemblies without laying by his 
ſword, and was fo reſolved to maintain the authority 
of his laws, that he inſtantly on admonition of his 
tranſgreſſion by a friend, fell on that inſtrument of his 
offence. [See Val. Maximus.] He tells the ſtory 
pathetically. *Ad vim et cruorem uſque ſeditioſas 
conciones civium pacaverat, lege cavendo, ut ſiquis eas 
cum ferro intraſſet, continuo interficeretur. Interjecto 
deinde tempore, e longinquo rure gladio cinctus 
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domum repetens ſubito indictà concione, ſicut erat, in 
eam proceſſit, ab eoque qui proximè conſtiterat, 
ſolute a ſe legis monitus. Jam ego (inquit, 
illam ſanciam, ac protinus ferro, quod habebat, 
diſtricto incubuit, cumque liceret culpam vel diſſimu- 
lare vel errore defendere; pœnam tamen repræſentare 
maluit. (L. vi. C. vi. F. exemp. extern.) Ovid ſays, 

Nec lex efl juſtior ulla, | 

« Quam necis autores forte perire ſua.” But equity 
cries out for a temperarure of the letter in caſes like 
this, where the tranſgreſſion may reaſonably be aſcribed 
to a pardonable inadvertence. 


6. Zaleucus.] Valerius Maximus (L. vi. C. ii. exempl. 


extern. F. 4.) rationally aſcribes the high opinions 


. which the Locrians had of their legiſlator's juriſpru- 


dence, to his correſpondence with Minerva. Zaleucus 


ſub nomine Minervæ apud Locrenſes prudentiſſimus 
habitus eſt.“ 


6. Minerva.] What more proper patroneſs could he 


chooſe than the goddeſs of wiſdom! N. B. There 
are two people famous enough, known to antiquity 
by the name of Locri: one called Locri Ozolæ of 


Greece, and the other Locri Epizephyris of Italy. 
Of theſe latter Virgil writes. — Whether of theſe 


people Theodoret means by au Aompo, I will not 
pretend abſolutely to determine. Val. Maximus patheti- 
cally tells the ſtory (L. vi. C. v.) how this legiſlator 
when his own law july puniſhed the adulterer with 
loſs of eyes, and his ſon was proved a criminal of this 
claſs, he tempered juſtice with mercy, and having 
ſtruck out one of his own eyes, ordered another of his 
ſon's to be truck out, ſo that he might neither deprive 
his law of force, nor his ſon of all comfort. N. B. If 
the ſon was not deprived of all natural feeling, he muſt 
ſuffer as much, or more in his father's eye than his own. 
« Urbe Locrenſium a le ſaluberrimis atque utiliſſimis 
legibus munità, cum filius ejus adulterii crimine 
damnatus, ſecundum jus ab ipſo conſtitutum, utroque 
1 oculo 
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oculo carere deberet, ac tota civitas in honorem patris 
pœnæ neceſſitatem adoleſcentulo remitteret, aliquan- 
din repugnavit : ad ultimum precibus populi evius, 
nec prius, deinde filii oculo eruto uſum videndi utri- 
que reliquit. Ita ſupplicio modum legi reddidit, æqui- 
tatis admirabili temperamento ſe inter miſericordem 
patrem et ſeverum legiſlatorem partitus.“ 

7. Tycurgus.] Of this great legiſlator, all antiquity 
ſpeaks /oudly and juſtly. Val. Maximus having related 
his inſpiration by Apollo (L. c. . exempl. extern. 
$. 6.) and recorded his Pythia teſtimony in his favor 
(L. v. c. vii. exempl. extern.] recites by way of con- 
traſt, what he ſuffered from his ungrateful fellow 
citizens. — Tycurgus conſilio Apollinis graviſſimæ 
Lacedæmoniorum civitati leges compoſitas a ſe ferre 
perſuaſit.” + Neminem Lycurgo aut majorem aut 
uliliorem virum Lacedemon genuit : utpote cui Apollo 
Pythius oraculum petenti reſpondiſſe fertur, neſcire ſe, 
Utrum illum hominum an deorum numero aggre- 
garet ?”— Huic tamen (adds he) neque vitæ ſumma 
ſinceritas, neque conſtantiſſimus erga patriam amor, 
neque leges ſalutariter excogitatæ auxilio eſſe potue- 
runt, quo minus infeſtos cives experiretur. Sæpe enim 
lapidibus petitus, aliquando furore publico, etiam 
privatus oculo, ad ultimum ipſa patria pulſus eſt.” 
Hereon he exclaims, Quid aliæ faciant urbes, ubi 
etiam illa, quæ conſtantiæ, et moderationis, et gravi- 
tatis eximiam ſibi laudem vendicat, tam ixgrata ad- 
verſus tam benemeritum extitit ?” —-Men who think 
adultery a moſt heinous crime, may yet think death 
too ſevere a puniſhment of it, and ineffectual, becauſe 
too ſevere. — Of ſuch opinion probably was not our 
profligate Britiſh ſenator, who on a debate on this 
queſtion, ſaid, © I uſed only to 4o/; the door, but if 
this bill paſs, A will double lock it.“ 

8. Oracle.] The Latin tranſlator ſeems to have read the 
phraſe, OQures o r (not reg!) Tels Xen jos, An imma- 
terial difference. 
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9. I dowbt.) Sylburgius prefers the reading Ai,. to 
Arge for dig) but a ſentimental annotator or reader 
will think this a matter of ſmall, or no importance. 
N. B. He will remark, that this doubt of Pythia gave 
chriſtian writers a fair occaſion of calling into queſ- 
tion her inſpiration. However, ſhe ſpeaks out authori- 
tatively at laſt, viz. dr — read c for ro. 
10. Phliatans.) This ſeems what lawyers would call, 
«a caſe ſtrong in point.” The Phliafans inhabited 
only a ſmall city, and therefore could ill oppoſe 
in any reſpect the magnificent Lacedæmonians, whoſe 
headſhip of Greece they owned, nay loved, not merely 
obeyed, yet would not 2ſ their laws. N. B. The word 
nei ſeems better to expreſs this head/hip than the 
other, viz, xexiſeiaν. The word 1yar1car is very ſtrong. 
11. Allies.] Here is a true deſcription of allies, but 
Fadere inæquali.- 
12. Apis—Philolaus.] All theſe legiſlators were of fame 
far inferior to Lycurgus and the other preceding. — 
But Pittacus 18 celebrated by antiquity as a ſage, nay, 
one of the ſeven. (See Val. Maximus l. iv. c. 6.) 
and Neftor's fame is known: every ſchool-boy who 
has read the firſt page of Hemer, knows the compari- 
fon of his eloquence to honey. 
13. Others. ] The word «x5 ſeems wanting to finiſh the 
ſentence, (as in the preceding, T5 aMzs vowoIrlas 
Tag, a ſynonymous one is uſed,) and to have ſlipped 
out of the text by it's ſimilarity to the two laſt ſylla- 
bles of vonobe lag. 

14. Solon.] What a glorious character does Valerius 
Maximus give of this lawgiver. Solon, qui tam 
pr.eclaras tamque utiles Athenienſibus leges tulit, ut fi 
his perpetuo uti voluiſſent, ſempiternum habituri fuiſſent 
imperium!” (I. v. c. iii.) Vet it is ſaid by a great mo- 
dern hiſtorian, (Voltaire in his preface to the hiſtory 
of Peter the great,) that this legiſlator allowed 
deteſtable pæderaſty among freedmen, while he denied 


it 
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it to ſlaves. — The chriſtian reader who wiſhes to 
compare the laws of really inſpired legiſlators with 
thoſe of paganiſm, muſt wiſh to ſee any treatiſe on 
Leges Attice. He will be glad to peruſe ſuch an one, 
the principal work of Samuel (Petitus or) Petit, a 
. conſiderable proteſtant miniſter of the laſt century. 
15. Draco.) This ſevere legiſlator is famous for his 
' Lex Tahonis, and application of it to a remarkable 
caſe, A perſon, who had only one eye left, is threat- 
ened by his enemy, to have that put out : whereupon, 
the ſpirit of the Lex Talionis directs, that in this caſe, 
the blinder ſhall have both his put out. What ſenti- 
mental reader feels not this juſtice ! — This legiſlator 
is faid to have puniſhed all crimes with death: and 
* therefore the orator Demades has ſaid, that Draco 
- wrote all his laws with blood, not ink, (ſee A. Gellius.) 
for this conceit the oratorYhould have been condemn- 
ed to the file or ſponge. See the proverb, Ad Lugdu- 
nenſem aram” in Juvenal. 
16. Cliſthenes.] This is much the leaſt known of the 
Athenian triumvirate. N. B. Ciiſthenes, the author of 
Oftraciſm, (by which Ariſtides and many great men 
fell,) is ſaid to be the firſt perſon puniſhed by it. 
(See Ainſworth.) under this article of Draco what 
- ſentimental reader does not refle# on a late famous 
Talian treatiſe againſt capital puniſhments ! how 
ſtrange, that a country, the head ſeat of the inqui- 
ſition, which inflicis death, nay, the ſloweſt and moſt 
painful death, for no crime but for thinking rightly, 
ſhould produce a treatiſe againſt capital puniſhments ! 
« Extremes produce each other.” 
17, Forſaken their own laws. ] The verb iggaga ſigni- 
fies juſt as valere in the Latin, It is an Euphemiſmus, 
a beautiful figure of the Greeks. 
18. Made a collèction.] See in Livy, &c. the hiſtory of 
this collection, and enacting of theſe twelve famous 


tables. | 
19, Obey 
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£9- Obey their laws.] Laws are of two natures; viz. 
public, ſuch as regard government, — private, ſuch as 
regard the tranſactions of individuals with each other. 
As men in their tranſactions with each other, muſt 
acknowledge government, the wiſe Romans rightly 
inſiſted, that whoever enjoyed the benefit of their 
government, ſhould make and obey their contracts 
with each other according to their private laws, 
thereby to acknowledge ſubmiſſion to government. 

20. Perſuaded.] The Romans had too high notions of 
the dignity of their government to compel or even 
perſuade any people to embrace it. They granted it 
as a favour to thoſe who ſued properly for it. — 
Power they exerciſed by the rights of government over 
the conguered for their own ſakes, but they indulged 
them with their polity for the fakes of the humble 
ſupplicants. 

21. Ethiopians.] None of theſe people are of conſe- 
quence enough to merit much of the attention of a 
ſentimental commentator or reader. 

22. Laws in private contracts. This matter is ſufficiently 
explained in note 20. Theſe reaſons plainly ſeem in 
one word, /wo; viz. that theſe laws of the Romans | 

| were thoſe of their conquerors; ſecondly, that their old - A 
laws were the laws of their fathers. Poſſibly ſome 
peculiar ſuztableneſs of the latter to their ſituation, 
might appear, or ſcem to appear. — Probably torture 
prejudiced them againft the Roman laws, — All that is 
worthy the attention of a ſentimental annotator, or 
reader, further on theſe ſubjects, are the reaſons, why | 
thoſe people did not prefer the laws of the Romans, F 
in mp contracts to their original ones, eſpecially 1 

as the laws of the Romans of this kind were excellent. 5 

23. Tent matter.] A deſcription of St. Paul perpetually 
uſed by Theodoret, who conſiders him as an honour to 
his trade, as the famous Grecian did his low office. 4 
24. The Romans. IIt is * to mention that the firſt confeſ- | 


ſed 


* 
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ſed great lawgiyer of this people, (afterwards ſo famous) 
NumaPompilius, effe&ually recommended to that nation 
his laws, by affecting a correſpondence with the god- 
deſs AÆgeria. (See Val. Maximus, and Plutarch in his 
life.) N. B. His example (conſonant to that of almoſt 
all great lawgivers,) was followed by Scipio Africanus, 
and Sertorius in his own country. (See Val Maximus, 
J. i. c. ii. p. 37. 

25. Scythians, &c.] A warlike people inhabiting that 
part of the north, of Europe now called Crim-Tartary. 
They made great conqueſts, and extended widely their 
territories. Juſtin lays, that Cyrus the Great, having 
invaded them, Tomyris, the queen of the Amazons, cut 
him off with one hundred thouſand Perſians; and hav- 
ing ſevered Cyrus's head, caſt it into a tub of blood, 
ſarcaſtically ſaying, Satia te ſanguine quem ſitiſti. 

26. Brilons, &c.] A people of Britanny in France, for- 

merly called Gallia Cellica.— The Cimbrians inhabited 
the Cimbrica- Cherſoneſus, now Denmark, &c. A ſen- 
timental Annotator cannot but with reverence and ad- 
miration exclaim, ** Oh, how univerſally powerful, be- 
nevolent, and juſt, are the laws of Chriſt ! when not 
only civilized nations, but Barbarians inured to wars, 
bloodſhed, and devaſtation, have preferred them to 
thoſe founded by their molt celebrated law-givers.” 

27. Not by force of arms and many myriads of choſen 
ſoldiers. ] This is the firſt /peczes of means which Theo- 
deret ſhews not employed in the propagation of the 
Goſpel. | . 

28. Nor by force of Perſian cruelty.] It was natural for 

_ Theodoret to deny this ſecond ſpecies of means of pro- 
pagation of the goſpel, becaule in a part of this work 
very near this, he ſhews by particular enumeration that 
theſe means were vainly uſed to hinder the propagation 
of rhe Goſpel, | 

29. But by perſuaſion and demonſtration of their benefi- 
ence.] Every prudent Chriſtian: (though no great 

| Scholar 
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Scholar nor Biſhop) knows that perſuaſion of the Goſ- 
pel by its demonſtration of its beneſicence, is its palmary 


argument, and when St. Paul's demonſtration of the ſpi- 


rit is added, the perſuaſion muſt be as compleat as 
poſſible. Tis no wonder that on the palmary argu- 


rely. eee 
30. Stripes, &c.] This only rational paſſive obedience of 


_ propagators of Chriſtianity had, as it ought, great 


effect. They travelled. N. B. Here is an ambignity 

always to be avoided. The propagators of the Goſpel 
are plainly meant; but if I had attended the preſs at the 

correction, I would have removed the ambiguity. 

31. Benefatiors — Saviours and Phyſicians] No better 
deſcription of the characters which the preachers of 

. Chriſtianity merited, can be conceived. 

32. Wild beaſts.) The kind of martyrdom by throwing 
Chriſtians to ww7/ld beaſts, is notorious in every page of 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory; inſomuch that Chriſtianos ad 

Leones, is a form of common ſpeech. 
33. Aſſaſſins and enemies.] This is as juſt a character 


of Chriſtians, according to the ideas of Pagans, as the- 


juſt - recited one in truth is. ; 
34. Perſians.) This people is here properly inſiſted on, 
becauſe their vain perſecution of Chriſtianity is in this 
work fully deſcribed. 
25. Barbarians.) Every ſcholar knows, that as the Greek; 
more early conſidered all other people, as diſtinguiſhed 
from themſelves as Barbarians, ſo did the Romans in 
proceſs of time. | 
36. Lords of the World.] The Romans are well known 
to flatter themſelves with this arrogant title. Far were 
they in truth from being indeed lords of the whole 
world. — Thus the petty emperors of the Eaſt calling 
themſelves, * Lords of the Univerſe, of Sun, &c. [See 
Turkiſh Spy, paſſim.) | 
37. Silenced.] The verb &eyeu is well expreſſed by - 
12 lenced. 


ment Euſebius in his Dem. Evang. and Theodoret here | 
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2 The petty gauger marks his idle vats by «&- 
ent.” N 


38. Word Law.] This is charadteriſtic of imperial, ab- 


ſolute laws. 

39. Their moſt famous law- givers.] We have ſeen and 
ſhall ſee in this work ſufficient enumeration of this fact. 

40. Memory— aboliſhed. ] To have a law-giver's autho- 
rity aboliſhed, is an effect of great power: but to aboliſh. 
even the memory of the moſt famous law-givers is ſcarce 
poſſible to human power. 

41. Areopagus.] Where Mars was tried for Manſlaughter 
by the 11 ſuperior gods, and acquitted by 6 of them. 


N. B. This partiality of 6. (who conſequently ſaved 


him) is a reproach to the body of them. 
42. Heliæa.] This court or temple ſeems ſufficiently de- 
{cribed as open to the ſun, | 


43. Delphinium.] The reader who expects more particu- 


lars, &c. will rather ſearch for them in Lexicographers, 
than in ſentimental Annotators. See Interpolatory Notes. 

44. Eleven members] For the origin of this court the 
like ſearch muſt be made. | 

45. Five hundred.) And for this likewiſe. 

46, 47. Theſmathete — Polemarch.] The real Grecian 
knows that here is an application of a general name to 
a particular office. See Interpolatory Notes. 

48. With the car.] The real Latiniſt recollects, that the 
Romans marked the date of every year with the names 
of Conſuls in their Faſti. So theſe Greek magiſtrates. 

49. Driving away ſtrangers.] The. peculiarity of the 
Spartan government neceſlarily occaſioned its inſocia- 
bility to ſtrangers or foreigners. Their Heilots were a 
race of ſlaves the moſt abject that ever free maſters 


maintained. It is well known, that they made theſe 


wretches as drunk as ſows, that their ſons might ſee 
and deteſt drunkenneſs. | See many excellent Writers, 
and particularly Plutarch, paſſim.] Chriſtians only 
know how to be Maſters and Brothers at the ſame N * 

See 
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[See St. Paul's Epiſt. to Philemon. N. B. The diſtin- 


ction betwixt NeoJzjuudts new-ſetilers and old ones was 
invidious, &c. as in the caſe of the 11. 
50. Other men than their hu/bands.] This was one of the 


moſs ſingular and leaſt-plauſibly defenſible inſtitutes of 


Sparta. Theodoret very ſeverely and very juſtly, like a 
good politician as well as Chriſtian, beftows due chaſ- 
uſement on Lycurgus and Plato. When they deny 
the real propriety of wives in their commonwealth, 
they ſhould aboliſh the name: which (in ſpite of every 
libertine wit) will be found &vayxaio xaxo in every 
ſociety. I muſt read rai pe for roig wer. 

51. Plato, &c.] The preciſe meaning of vegauj⏑kn⁰t is 
practically red, I read vonne after moreveoJ as. 
52. Pythian — Lycurgean laws.) Theſe are evidently the 
ſame: fo that any reproach on the latter, redound no- 

toriouſly on the former, on the god Apollo. 

53. Irreſiſtible authority.) The ſenſe of the word apaxo» 
is, J hope, here fully expreſſed. 

54. Tent-maker.) Theodoret glories in this induſtry of 
St. Paul; of which himſelf was not vainly tempted to 
boaſt. Locke. in his Syſtem of Liberal Education 
makes. his pupils Mechanics, as does Mahomet his 

55. Peter.] Either ixewvog Or ij, is an admiſſible read- 
ing, as it is referred to Nero or Peter. I refer to what 
ſeems rather preferrable. | See the induſtrious Dr.Cave's 

. Lives of the Apoſtles.] 

56. Veſpaſtan—Titus.] A friend of humanity is ſorry to 
find ſuch men as theſe among perſecutors: but they 
are uſefully in the liſt: as they ſhew that the Chriſtian 
— is the only one which on principles does not 
perſecute. | 

57. Delivered to death.] Haęerenq is a molt proper 

verb to expreſs the ſolemnity of ſending a martyr to 
heaven. Torn implies the ſhouts, &c. of men and 
angels which attend him. 
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58. Drew out.] Haęeragarm is a moſt proper military 
term. N. B. The elegant Pliny, Jun". was a perſecu- 
tor under one of theſe two, on whom he compoſed a 

celebrated panegyric. 

59. Foundations. ] This is the genuine meaning of the 
adverb ad 0 The deſtruction of Jeruſalem (never to 
be rebuilt) in conſequence of Chriſt's prophecies, is 
one of the moſt illuſtrious events, which confirms the 
truths of Chriſtianity. | See Bp. Warburton's Diſcourſe 
on this ſubject.] | 

60. Verus.] Sylburgius here apprehends Theodoret to 
mean that emperor, whom J. Martyr (in the begin- 
ning of his ſecond Apology) calls Veriſſimus, viz. M. 
Antoninus the philoſopher, who was adopted by Anto- 

ninus, diſtinguiſhed by the honourable title of Pius 
(like Æneas founder of the empire) ſon of Annius Ve- 


rus, L. Verus, being adopted by this Verus, was aſſo- 


ciated in the empire. The meditations of this philo- 
ſophic emperor, eis £«vrov, are almaſt worthy of a 
_ Chriſtian, though wrote by one of the perſecutors. 


61. Aurelian.] This perſecutor, with Carus and Carinus, - 


are not conſiderable enough to delerve a ſentimental 
annotator's labours. Commodus, &c. are paſſed over 
alſo for the ſame reaſon; though as a man Commodus is 
Opprobium humani generis. 
62. Domitian's Rage. ] It muſt be ſome conſolation to 
_ Chriſtians of modern times to find, that the perſon 
celebrated as the prime perſecutor of their fathers, is 
alſo damned to everlaſting fame, as the perſecutor of 
flies, and that one of his courtiers anſwered an enquiry, 
Where and how this Monſter was employed? By an aſſu- 
rance that he had not ſo much as a fly with him. Who 
wiſhes not that he had confined his triumphs to them! 
He might have extinguiſhed the whole race, and hung 
up his victorious bodkin in the temple of the god ot 
flies, and out-rivalled that deity. But when he at- 
tempted to extirpate Chriſtians, he loſt all pretenſions 
to 
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to godſhip. The Chriſtian ſect, ducit opes animumque 
ferro. Hor.— Maxentius.] The head of this perſecutor 
afforded the Romans, at Conſtantinès triumphal entry 
into Rome, an agreeable object of revenge; as hiſto- 
rians obſerve. | 

63. Maximin's.) The name of Maximian occurs frequently 
repeaſed here in the text; ſometimes certainly by the 
copier's blunder. If it ever had here a place in the 
genuiae text, it probably uſurped a wrong one by its 

ſimilitude to Maximin's: whoſe name probably was 
deſigned to record that perſecution, which Greg. Nan- 
zianʒen relates. If all inveſted with the purple among 
Emperors and Cz/ars who were perſecutors, be re- 
corded in fame's liſt, we ſhall have 100 inſtead of 10 
perſecutors. [See Mo/heim's Hiſt. ] | 

64. Licinius.] This wretch is full as much known as he 
deſerves to be. | L 

65. Julian's.] The ſame may be ſaid of this ambitious 
monſter. | See his Works, for which he is as famous 
as for his perſecutjon, in Fr. Spanheim's edit. 

66. Ruſtics.] Here is a ſtrong conteſt betwixt the ruſtics 
and the great men, whom they ſubdued. 

67. Maintained by ſpinning.] Spinning is ſo character- 
iſtic of the Fair-ſex, that every unmarried woman 
not born to a title, is in our law denominated 
ſpinſter. Homer, that allowed beſt judge of nature, in 
his beautiful epiſode of Hedlor and — which 
Theodoret preſently praiſes, conſiders the diſtaff as the 
woman's proper weapon. | 

68. Not learnt.] I read without diſpute, à mera1J:uperu, 

This ſeems a plain alluſion in the uſe of the word ex- 
Exxew to exorciſm. The word ogvbarlwnles, a particular 
kind of enthuſiaſts, is uſed for enthuſiaſts in general. 

69. Exactly like men.] This compariſon is ju/# and 

beautiful! The compariſon of the burning du in Ex- 

odus, chap. iii. is equally juſt and beautiful as the pre- 
ceding. So is the /ubſequent of the wood-cutters. 

A : Acelics. 
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Accetics.] Theſe men under pretence of exerci/ing, from 
aoxtiw, a more ſublime kind of Chriſtianity, corrupted 
its ſimplicity. [See Eccleſ. Hiſtory, paſſim. eſpecially 
in Maſbeim. 

70. What roves.] This is an irrefragable argument in 
favour of Chriſtianity. | 

71. Waſps.) No perſon can doubt to prefer juw» to 
ww, though perhaps the preciſe kind of inſect canno: 
be aſcertained, Every body remembers the ſtory of 

| ulus. 

2 or /hame.] This expreſſion, or fear- of ſhame, 

well expreſſes the force of «dw. N. B. What Theods- 

. ret calls decent burial in mother earth, Cyrus calls (in 
Cyropcedia, I. ult.) the happieſt thing. 

73. Heaven.) This metaphorical aſſertion of our Goſpels, 

Miuſſulmans believe or aſſert of their Coran. 

Zaradas.] A man who profeſſes himſelf fo rare a cha- 
racter, as that of a ſentimental annotator, cannot paſs 
by without ſome note, a legiſlator of Inceſt, (ab ince- 
dendo quo non debet,) eſpecially betwixt perſons in the 
aſcending and deſcending lines; as every thing may 
be juſtly ſaid againſt this ſpecies of it, as defeating the 
very greateſt end of marriage, viz. Progeny. The caſe 
is very different betwixt perſons of the ſame or collateral 
lines. The neceſſity of the thing in the immediate 
progeny of our firſt parents, is obvious: and although 
there may be ſufficient reaſons againſt marriage be- 
twixt brothers and ſiſters, there cannot poſſibly be any 
natural abhorrence. | 
74. Maſſagetes.] Lexicographers explain this name, 77 
Graves Gel. — N. B. Natives — Foreigners. ] Ita: = 
from ius, rectus, & yea, naſcor, are well oppoſed | 
to sd. | | 78 
75. Eſtabliſhed a law.] The phraſe wonoapeve voor, , 
ſignifies eſtabliſhing a cuſtom, as ſolemnly as it could 
be by law. Every ſenſible reader knows, that cuſtom t 
and lau are in effect the ſame thing, A., — 
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bliſhed: and hence the maxim, Cuſtom is Law. The 
excellent Biſhop Tyler (p. 148th of his holy Living 
and Dying) ſays, It is ſuppoſed, that the legiſlative 
power conſents, when by #ot puniſhing, it ſuffers diſo- 
bedience to grow up to a cuſtom,” and on his margin 
notes, Mares leges perduxerunt in poteſtatem ſuam,” 
Leges mari ſerviunt.“ Plaut. Trinum. | 


76. Caſpians.] The force of cuſtom on this ſubject, [Giving 


the dead to beaſts and birds of prey] may be ſhewn in 
its fulleſt light of oppoſition; as among theſe ancients 


it mult have aroſe from a deſire to do honour to the 


dead; but among ſome people of the E. Indies, from 
the contrary principle : for the bodies of proſtitutes 
and duelliſts are, by way of juſt puniſhment, caſt out 
to the voracious animals. [See Turkiſh Spy, Vol. I. to- 
wards the end.] Theſe people, eſteemed barbarous, 
condemn (in the ſpirit of true legiſlation, the chriſtian) 
duelliſts as murtherers, as the wor/t of murtherers, as 
ſuicides, &c. 

Val. Maximus relates (I. ii. c. vi. & 7.) a remarka- 
ble cuſtom of Marſeilles, viz. Any perſon deſirous to 
put a period to his life, muſt obtain leave of the ſenate 
of DC: but no uſeful man will obtain it of ſo great 
a number of ſober citizens. Yal. Maximus eſtabliſhes 
from a fact on the iſland of Ceos, this cuſtom to be of 


Greet origin, [See lib. ſup. F 8.] The ſame juſtice 


may be obſerved with regard to proſtitutes, as with 
regard to duelliſts, viz. that with the hurt of others 
they throw away their own lives. 


77. Dead living, as were their great favourites. ] This 


' burying the living with the dead was a moſt ſhocking 
abuſe of natural affection. 


78. But though the burying the living with the dead was | 


a moſt ſad abuſe of natural affWion, burying itſelf 
ſeems a mark of natural affection, of decency and reſpect 
to the memory of dead friends. Tis a juſt and natu- 
ral remark, chat Chriſtianity was ſo conſtituted by its 
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74 SENTIMENTAL 

wiſe founder, as to have many large principles whict: 
adapted it to fall in with many religions; yet not any 
ſuch as contradicted the principles and practicesof uncor- 
rupted nature. As the former proved the wiſdom and 
goodneſs of its author, ſo the latter would have proved 

the contrary, Funerals may afford an example. There 
ſeems a peculiar propriety in burial, as the funeral of 
Chriſtians, who expect a reſurrection; and as oppoſed 
to giving the bodies of our dead friends to dogs, vul- 
tures, &c. As Cyrus expatiates on the happineſs\of a 
man's being buried in mother earth, ſo Martial depre- 
cates being thrown to dogs. 

79. Change of manners. ] Theodoret ſhews great judge- 
ment in ſelecting theſe inſtances of the changes of 
manners produced by religion from funeral rites, be- 
cauſe theſe are of the ſtrongeſt kind, and what moſt 
powerfully affect the heart. | 

80. Beſt of philoſophers.] This character of Plato given 
by Theodoret, muſt either be only a general, or rather 
an ironical one. 

81. Calumniate.] This is known to be too common a 
cuſtom with controverſial writers. But Theodoret was 
a biſhop, nay more, a real Chriſtian. 

82. Laughter's item. | The critical reader will approve my 
continuing the metaphor. But {to paſs the expreſſion 
without further criticiſm) this is the old infide! thought, 
viz. that ridicule is the teſt of truth. Biſhop Warbur- 
ton expoles lord Shafteſpury juſtly on this falſe criterion ! 

83. Candaules wife. | See this elegantly- told ſtory in the 
firſt pages of Herodotus and Juſtin. N. B. The amia- 

ble Plutarch has a delicate reflection (among his nup- 
tial precepts) on this paſſage of Herodotus, viz. that 
« when a modeſt matron puts off her clothes, ſhe puts on 
modeſty.” How worthy of a ſentimental annotator 
is this! 

84. Strips clothes] Men acquainted with the art of the 
Greeks in compoſition, know how much ule they make 
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ANNOTATIONS. 75 
of contraſt. Exduiſa is the right reading, and ix9:9z- 
c has uſurped its place, from the uſe of itſelf juſt 
below. | 

85. Amuſement.) No reaſonable man can doubt but that 
the right reading is waidias, i. e. i Or ov Txdia, 
86. Age and Modeſty require.] The ſenſe of the paſſage 

ſeems clearly to require us to read, nanixs rwagwpoParty, 
87. Accuſtomed to impudence.] There is a force and 
beauty in the verb tnaiddptuilo much more eaſily con- 
ceived than expreſſed. The reader muſt judge, how 
far I have been happy in my expreſſion. 
88. Give themſelves.) The laſt oblervation muſt be ap- 
plied to this phraſe. _ | ; 
89. Improper deſires. ] The meaning of Theodoret though 
modeſtly expreſſed, will be ſufficrently underſtood. 
90. Convid. No ingenuous reader zolerably acquainted 
with Theodores's manner, could fuſpect this: Pagans, 
conſcious of their own bad artifices of infidelity, 
might. | ; | 
91. Aſhamed.] Our good father might have reflected, 
that ** rubor eſt virtutis color :” but ſuch groſs miſin- 
terpreters of Plato as theſe men, could not have even 
this fallacious ſign of virtue, the bluſh of modeſty, 


92. Full growth.] Although the phraſeology of the 


ſentence, tmedzv v d ονẽ axpn Ween, be ambiguous, 
yet the ſenſe is ſufficiently clear, I conſider Tap as 
derived from Taping. | 


93. As it were by violence.] Either violence of body or 
mind may be underſtood. l 
94. Hunger and cold. ] See the ſcheme of Mr. Awor- 
thy's prudent houſekeeper for the legal deſtruction of 
Tom. Jones in the firſt pages of that juſtly- celebrated 
romance. — Or, if the ſentimental reader chooſes, let 
him look into the Hiſtorical Regiſter for the ſtory of 
A. Horne, Eſq; who thus deſtroyed his offspring by 
his ſiſter, and his execution for this murther many 
years afterwards; his own brother, who lived a beggar 
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76 SENTIMENTAL 

at his gate, being the proſecutor or prime witneſs.— 
Expoſing of infants was the opprobrium of polite 
Greece and Rome. | 

95. Happy.) This (or fimilar) ſolemn words are applied 
in almoſt every language to denote perſons who are 
gone to a ſtate of final rewards. 

96. Darkneſs.] Theſe regions are in moſt languages 
ſuppoſed ro be appropriared to ſouls in a ſtate of pu- 
niſhment. | 

97. Lower world.] This world is alſo ſuppoſed the re- 
gion of the condemned. 

98. Taferior to heaven.] This is alſo underſtood to be 
deſcriptive of the world of woe. 

99. Bright habitations. ] By analogy this expreſſion is uſed 
of the world of reward. How impious is this appli- 
cation! | 

100. Equal wings.] This Platonic fiction is built on the 
ſuppoſition of the ſoul's houlting or caſting its wings. 

101. Divine friend/hip.] What ſhocking abuſe of lan- 
guage is it to call this league of Jy, divine friend/hip. 

102. Nero—Sardanipalus.) Phetus is Nero's parallel in 
cruelty, Sardanapalus in luxury. 

103. Parricide.] Although almoſt all ſpecies of parricide 
are equally againſt nature, yet that of ſons by fathers, 
and huſbands by wives, ſeems more juſtly and ſeverely 
taxed as a crime againſt the tenderneſs of nature. The 
old Romans inſcribed on the tombs of their children, 
Contra vota, becauſe the death of children is contrary at 
any time to the wiſh of narure: how muſt it be when 
it is the effect of the father's own hand, judicially or 
paſſionately! — Our laws make a wife's parricide perty 
trenfon, arid puniſh it with fire as moſt Heteftable. It is 
judged neceſſary to keep up the hufband's authority 
m this land of indulgence of women. Beides, a wife's 
purricide is uſually accompanied with adultery, and both 
crimes come together to be puniſhed. N. B. Thoſe 
who ftand in the place of children, (viz. nephews and 
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nieces) ſeem to the ſentimental judge to deſerve equal 
puniſhment, if they have enjoyed equa! benefit. — 

e may think, that concubines, as a kind of wives, 
ſhould be ſimilarly puniſhed; but laws cannot give to 
this illegal connection that protection, which it wiſely 
gives to the legal, becauſe it does harm to the beſt 
connection. Thus all good laws protect marriage for 
the great ends of ſlate. 

The ſentimental annotator might enlarge on the 
puniſhment of a parricide by the Romans, in a ſack, 
with a ſerpent, and ape. — N. B. The Romans carried 
the pchria and maritalis poteftas very high, and there- 
fore ſhould have puniſhed the parricidal wife or ſon 
ſeverely! — N. B. Candaules' wife by her own hand, or 
that of Gyges, puniſned him with a parricidal ſtroke for 
a miſtake of the point of delicacy, viz. commanding her 
to ſhew herſelf naked, which Plato thinks quite right. 


104. Libidinous action — look. ] A private Roman writer 


perhaps praiſes his countrymen for exacting of their 
matrons chaſte looks; but Feſus Chriſt as a public 
lawgiver, exacts of his matrons and men equally chaſte 
looks. Val. Max. well expreſſes the Roman modeſty, 
Pariter et videre ſanctè et aſpici, mutuo pudore cuſto- 
diebantur. (I. ii. c. i. 5 6. 


105. Drunkard.] Every ſcholar knows the reaſon uſually 


aſſigned for the Romans ſaluting in the ſtreet their 
matrons, relations, viz. to learn by their ſmell whether 
or no they uſed to drink? © Vini uſus (ſays Val. Max. 
J. ii. c. i. S 5.) olim Romanis foeminis ignotus fuit, ne 
ſcil. in aliquod dedecus prolaberentur: quia proximus 
à hbero patre intemperantiæ gradus ad inconceſſam ve- 
nerem eſſe conſuevit.“ Nay, the ſame author affures 
us, that the old Romans thought a wife's drunkenneſs 
ſufficient reaſon for beating her to death. Qui [Eg- 
natius Metellus] uxorem quod vinum bibiſſet, fuſti 
interemit. Idque factum non accuſatore tantum, ſed 
etiam reprehenſore caruit, uno quoque exiſtimante, 
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optimo illam exemplo violate ſobrietatis pœnas pe- 
pendiſſe. Et ſane quzcunque fœmina vini uſum im- 
moderate appetit, omnibus virtutibus januam claudit, 
et delictis aperit. (l. vi. c. iii. $9. Domeſtic, Exempl. 
9. vid. 10, 11, & 12.) Our fathers ſeem to have 
thought in the ſame ſtrain, * A liq'riſh mouth has 


oft a letch'rous tail,” ſays Chaucer : moderniſed, Adul- 


tery is often the companion of drunkenneſs: and 
Theedoret's doctrine on this ſubject is not Jeſs pure than 
the Roman, but more merciful! In ſhort, when we en- 
quire, why the Roman laws are not ſo ſevere in the 


puniſhment of a drunken wife, as the Chriſtian, the 


true reaſon ſeems to be, that though drunkenneſs is a 
dangerous crime in a wife, it is only dangerous; and 
the diſgrace redounds on the children, and therefore 
ſeems inhuman. | 


106. Looſe the bond.] This ſeems an accurate ſtate of 


this queſtion! — Of the many inſtances, in which the 
ſpirit of the wiſeſt Roman laws agrees with the Chriſti- 
an, is this of divorce. Both ſyſtems condemn it when 
practiſed for trifling cauſes. — Val. Max. remarks, that 
there was no divorce in Rome till A.U.C.520. and its 
author was blamed, though the wife's ſterility was the 
cauſe, (I. ii. c. i.) He alſo relates (in the ſame, l. v. 
chap. ix.) that the cenſors ejected from the ſenate I. 
Anthony, for repudiating his wife, (whom he had mar- 
ried a maid,) without the advice of his friends. Cen- 


ſores L. Antonium ſenatu moverunt, quod quam virgi- 


nem in matrimonium duxerat, repudiaſſet, nullo ami- 
corum in conſilium adhibito.“ 

One is almoſt tempted to wiſh, that among Chri/- 
tians, as among Pagans, there was a reconciliatory Venus, 
in whoſe temple the married couple might talk over 
their griefs and become friends again. But I correct 
myſelt : Chriſtians want no ſuch temple. The church, 
in which they vowed all virtues, is to them the temple 
of Venus and concord. See Val. Maximus. 

= 107, Re- 
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107. Refuſal of benevolence.) This is a moſt modeſt ex- 
preſſion of a very free thing! A queſtion here oc- 
curs, viz. Does not the refuſer on St. Paul's principles 
diſſolve the bond? I think he or ſhe does: but it is 
ſo rare a caſe, it does make a precedent, Lady B— 
afraid of the conſequences of child- birth has not eſta- 
bliſhed a precedent. | 
108. Idle words.] The laws of Athens wiſely ſubjected 
men, who ſeemed IDLE, to a very ſtrict account of 
their lives: but the Chriſtian law ſubjects its people 
to a moſt ſtrict account of their words, and even 
thoughts, Ha pnpa veyor, uſeleſs, unprofitable, d rodu- 
cue Wes als N iv mute xe Matt. xii. 30. 
How evidently ſuperior are the Chriſtian to Pagan 
laws !— Val. Maximus informs us, Eſt et [ Athena- 
rum] ſandtiſſimum concilium Areopagus, ubi quid quiſ- 
que Athenienſium ageret, et quo quæſtu ſuſtentaretur, 
diligentiſſime inquiri ſolebat, ut homines honeſtatem 
vitæ, rationem memores reddendam eſſe, ſequeren- 
tur.” (1. ii. c. vi. § 4.) 
109. Laws — Exhortations.] For this plain reaſon, viz. 
No lawgiver can know a perſon's powers, and there- 
fore can give no laus, although he may give advice. 
110. Friends—Enemies.] This is the glory of the Chriſ- 
tian lau of benevolence. 
111. Evil— Good.] This is a parallel article of our ex- 
cellent law! — The ſuperior excellence of Chriſtian 
laws appears upon no head more evident than good- 
neſs to the ungrateful: for the moſt juſtly celebrated 
of the latter puniſh ungrateful perſons ſeverely, while 
the former forgive the moſt notorious of them, with- 
out limits alſo, and on the nobleſt motives. 

I beg the ſentimental reader to allow me to be a 
little larger on this ſubject. 

Val. Max. having recorded the heroes, to whom 
Greece (particularly Athens) was ungrateful, obſerves, 
(1. v. c. iii.) that this city was famous for an action a- 
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gainſt the ungrateful, and aſks, ** Quid obeſt igitur 
quin publica dementia ſit exiſtimanda, ſummo con- 
ſenſu maximas virtutes quaſi graviſſima delicta punire, 
beneficiaque injuriis rependere: quod cum ubique, 
tum præcipuè Atlienis intolerabile videri debet, in qui 


urbe adverſus ingratos actio conſtituta eſt.” 


This action was for ingratitude for the greateſt gift 
which man can receive, Liberty! On a patron's proof 
of a freedman's ingratitude, the magiſtrate declared 
him deprived of freedom. Val, Maximus tells the 
ſtory remarkably. Age (ſays he) quid inſtitutum 


 Athenarum quam memorabile, quod convictus a patro- 


te (inquit) Aaberi civem tdhti muneris impium æſtima- 
torem, nec adduct poſſum ut credam urbi utilem, quem 


domui ſceleſtum cerno. Abi igitur, et eſto /ervus, 


quoniam liber eſſe neſciſti.“ (I, ii. c. vi. & 6.) 
N. B. This action was called Aropacw, Vid. Harp. 
et Suid. — In the next $. Val. Maximus tells us, that 
the Maſſilians aboliſhed three manumiſſions of the 
freedman as a puniſhment for his ingratitude, but ſuf- 
fered the imprudent maſter to be puniſhed the fourth 
time. Malſilienſes tres in eodem manumiſſiones relcindi 
permiſerunt: quarto errori ſubveniendum non putant, 
quia ſua jam culpa injuriam accepit, qui ei fe toties 
objecit.” The Chriſtian legiſlator obſerves (Luk. xxv. 
35.) that God is ind to the ungrateful, &c. and Matt. 
v. 45. and St. Paul (in Rom. xii. 20.) that God ſend- 
eth rain, &c. &c. and from theſe notorious and intereſt- 
ing precepts, deduces the propriety of Chriſtians imi- 
tating God, who is good to his ungrateful ſervants, 
and tells Peter, that he is bound to forgive ſeventy 
times ſeven; as God is mankind's great exemplar, and 
has called them to the % freedom, the ſpiritual, that 


of the ſons of God, and forgives every day, hour, mi- 


nute, their ingratitude, 


112. Round the world.] Theedorei's ſenſe is not, that 


God 


ANNOTATIONS. 8 


God wrought miracles quite round the world, but in 
a manner quite round the world, The ſame Power 
who had propagated Chriſtianity through the world, 
could eaſily have wrought miracles in thoſe corners 
of it, _ 

113. Had plenty.] Theodoret here miſtakes the fact. For 
he grounds his argument on a ſuppoſed fact, viz. that 
Chriſtians were forbid by their law to take any (114) 
thought for to-morrow : but they were only forbidden 
pepavaey tO take any anxious thought for to-morrow. 

115. Thought.) This is a very remarkably modeſt ex- 
preſſion of Theodoret's faith. 

116. Romans.] Thele conquerors are properly at the 
head of legiſlators. 

117. Tycurgus.] He and Solon alway at the head of Gre- 
cian lawgivers, | | 

118, Minerva.] The reader verſed in Lexicons well 
knows why this patroneſs of Athens is called Ionia. 

118. Spartan.) This is a moſt proper inſtance, becauſe. 
the Spartans are very famous inſtances of reſolution. 
The reader will remember the boy who let the fox 
eat through his entrails rather than be betrayed, See 
Plutarch. | 

120. Country.] This oppoſition includes the whole 
world. 

121. Bountiful ſtream. ] The holy Spirit is often typified 
by waters, and very zaiura!ly and beautifully, 


End of the Sentimental Annotations, 
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INTERPOLATORY and EXPLANATORY. 


Page 36. RET ANS. ] Many of the Lacedæmonian 
S laws were borrowed from the laws and 
cuſtoms of this people. N.B. The Engliſh tranſlators 
of Plutarch's life of Lycurgus think that he borrowed 
not his Pæderaſiy from this people, being 1c licentious 
for ſo modeſt a lawgiver. But 1 think directly the 
contrary. [See their Annotat.) 

Ibid. Wooden or leathern caſes.] This is the deſcription of 
cheſts and purſes. \ 

Ibid. But could neither, ] The force of but in this ſentence 
is in effect yer. 

Page 37. Lycurgus.] Surely his loan of wives by old men 
to the young, 1s jultly as exceptionable as Plato's abſo- 
Jute intercommunity of them. For what could poſſibly 
be lo likely to create jealouſy, and all its train of evils, 
as conſcious impotency, which is its baſis? [See Plutarch's 
life of Lycurgus.] N. B. Engliſh tranſlators note ad 
Joc. that Plutarch endeavours in this life (againſt the 
voice of all antiquity) to juſtity Lycurgas as actually 
correcting the Spartan women. 

Ibid. The reft of.] Or rather, 400. : 

Page 38. Selon — Draco.] The former-named lawgiver 
7 0 aboliſhed 


ANNOTATIONS, &c. 33 
aboliſhed almoſt all the laws of the latter, becauſe they 
puniſhed all crimes with death, except the laws againſt 
murther, [See the ſame tranſlat. life of Solon. 

Page 39. They travelled.) That is, Chriſtians. 

Page 40. Solon.) Of the nine Archons of Athens the firſt 
was called Eponymus, as giving name to the year: the 
ſecond Baſileus, the third Polemarch, in alluſion to the 
ancient nature of the offices, the reſt ſimply Theſmothe- 
te. [See Plutarch's lite of Solon. ] N. B. Though Solon 

had laws againſt whores and procurors, he was a P.ede- 
raſt. [ See ibid, Eng. tranſlators. ] 

Ibid. Delphinium.] The name of Ageus' Houſe, See 
Plutarch's life of Theſeus. : 
Ibid. Their [ Pagans] moſt famous L.] For heir r. theſe. 
Page 42. Good-Friday — Eaſter-Day.] This devaſtation 
is aſcribed to Dzoclefian's perſecution. But ſuch ex- 
preſſions as theſe all Churches, &c. mult be aſcribed to 
the zeal of eccleſiaſtic writers. [See the admirable B 

Taylor's holy Living and Dying, on this ſubject.) 

Page 43. Prieſts of Jupiter.] What a reflection on Pa- 
ganiſm, that its ſupreme deity's prieſts are denomi- 
nated by their madneſs ! | 

Page 44. Proves the ftrength of their doctrines.] That is, 
on the contrary.” 

Page 45. Violently rob.] That is, Rob with all their 
violence.” 

Page 46. Sacrifice and feaſt, ] Theſe two things are fo 
naturally joined, that we find them united in the ſim- 
plicity of Chriſtian worſhip, [See Bp Warburton on 
the Euchariſt.] N. B. It deſerves notice, that this cu- 
ſtom of burying obtained in the earlicit antiquity. 
Thoſe nations who firſt deſerted it, though in different 
manners, were the AÆgyptiaus and Grecians. We ſhall 
find the realons of pat᷑ticular men for different fune- 
ral rites very different, Both Numa and Cyrus appear 
to have been influenced by ſimplicity of manners. { See 
Plutarch and Xenophon. } 
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Page 47. Reap the fruits of wiſdom from laughter's ſtem.] 
On this falſe principle is pretended to be raiſed Shafte/- 
bury's pernicious doctrine, © Ridicule is the teſt of 
truth.” See Bp Warburton and Dr. Browne. 
Ibid. Diſtaff.] Talaſia, a word moſt celebrated in the 
marriage ceremonies of the Romans, is ſaid to owe its 
origin to the Sabine brides being obliged to do no work 
but ſpinning. [See Annotat. on Plutarch's life of Rom.] 
Page 52. Time of life. ] Namely, youth, | 
Ibid. Parricide.] Romulus denied the poſſibility of this 
crime, and called all murther parricide. 
Page 53. Looſe the bond. ] Romulus allowed his Romans 
to divorce their wives for three cauſes, viz. 1. Adul- 
tery. 2. Poiſoning their children. 3. Counterfeiting 
their huſpand's keys. N. B. The tranſlators of 
Plutarch, in their Annotat. think, no good reaſon for 
the third cauſe can be aſſigned. But if the wife, as 
ſuch, carried the huſband's keys (as ſhe certainly did) 
ſhe could counterfeit them for no reaſon, but in order 
to lay the ſuſpicion of her thefts on ſome innocent per- 
ſon, and 9 be very wicked indeed. 

N. B. Sp. Carvilius ſwore before the Cenſors, that 
he married his wife merely in order to have children, 
and divorced her becauſe ſne had none; yet eſcaped 
not cenſure. [See Plutarch. in Collat. Romul. & The/.} 
Ibid. Drunkard.] Egnatius Mecenius was acquitted. by 
Romulus for killing his wife for drinking wine. [See 
Annot. of Engliſh tranſlat. of Plutarch.] See ibid. the 
relation of a remarkable matron who ſtole her hus- 
band's cellar keys, in order to commit a debauch, 
and was put to death by a domeſtic tribunal, by fary- 
ing! [See Fabius Piftor. ibid.) | 
Page 54. Defraud ye not.] This ſtipulation of mutua! 
conſent ſhews /St. Paul a moſt accurate connoiſſeur of 
the Chriſtian law, whoſe foundation is the natural. 
Ibid. For your incontinence.] That is,“ By means of your 
' Incontinence. | 8 
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Page 55. 1dle words.] So little has the Chriſtian law been 
underſtood, that even the Athenian one againſt iale 


attions, an idle life has been blameg. as /rifiing, whereas 
it bears the plaineſt marks f true political wiſdom. 
What a fine contraſt is this in Japport of induſtry, againſt 


the Lacedæmonian ſyſtem of ſdlenvſe by profeſſion ! 

Ibid. Enemies.] A famous paſſage of Menander has been 
recommended to the notice and admiration of the public 
by one of its juſt favourites, the Adventurer, as a proof 
that the ancient ſages were not totally ignorant of the 
forgiveneſs of injuries, as has been raſhly affirmed. — 

Ovurog xpaTH 05 e d vnę, 0 T o, | 
Ori; eadIneioh at whe” tmig ara BeroTwv, 

The commentator ſpeaks of this ſubject with ſo much 
moderation, that I will give the ſentimental reader his 
very words. © Menander has another very remarkable 
reflection, worthy even that divine religion, which 
the laſt mentioned writers ſo ;mpotently endeavoured to 
deride. It relates to the forgiveneſs of enemies, a pre- 
cept not totally unknown to the ancient ſages, as hath 
raſhly been affirmed though never inculcated with ſuch 

| frequency, fervor, or cogency, on motives ſo weighty and 
efficacious, as by the founder of the Chriſtian ſyſtem,” 
Vol, 3. No. 105. p. 296. | 
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The Abſence of the Editor, (cauſed by Illneſs and a Chancery 
Hearing) occaſioned the following conſiderable Errata, though a 
learned Friend endeavoured to prevent as many as poſſible, viz. 


In GEEK Texrt. 


Page 22. inſert Ter; after mayzauAsc. 
25. inſert : before the final « of a4«@vyz. 
= incloſe exa5e in crotchets. ; 
28. inſert b 0e after ELCEVEYXWY, and r after Megipurcts 
29. for u reg ο, read vie ν.. 
32. dele the ſyllable 7y in vopwoderyror. 
Nota At, Ag, An ab, ad Cap. Oud d —— Ane —— 
Ati al — x Magrvets. 
N. B. Mat H, e- is ſlipped out after MaZ;put. 


